
have put on some fantastic 

accommodation options, so if 

you havenôt already regis-

tered, please do so now, as 

registrations will be closing by 

20 th  August if not sooner.  

 

 We need to confirm accom-

modation options soon as the 
Hunter Valley gets very busy 

in October.  

 

Yours in golf  

 

Chris Fichardt ï  

Captain Sydney North 2010  

Greetings to all fellow No-

mads,  

 

This is the first of the No-

mads Nationals newslet-

ters  ï The Vintage Nomads 

2010.  

 
There are less than 90 days to 

go before the Sydney Nation-

als opens on Friday evening 

29 October at the Vintage Golf 

Resort and Spa in the Hunter 

Valley, just north of Sydney.  

 

The Nationals committee is in 

full swing ensuring that this is 

an event not to be missed and 

forever remembered.  

 

During this weekend, the ri-

valry continues between the 

Brisbane and the Sydney No-

mads for the coveted Origin 

trophy and the Tri nations  

trophy between South Africa, 

Australia and New Zealand.  

 

Last year, the Brisbane No-

mads hosted the inaugural 

Nationals tournament at 

Noosa Springs, and what a 

fantastic international week-

end it turned out to be.  

We had Nomads representa-

tion from Australia, South 

Africa, New Zealand, Bot-

swana and Zimbabwe.  

 

Great fun, great company 

made up for a lot of average 

golf around the challenging 

Noosa Springs Country Club.  

 
This year will be no different, 

playing on the Greg Norman 

designed championship golf 

course set in the beautiful 

surrounds of the Hunter Val-

ley, we are looking forward to 

some excellent golf on a test-

ing course, some great eve-

nings with fantastic prizes.  

 

The Vintage and Chateau Elan 

2009 Nationals coordinator  

Wayne Richardson (Brisbane) 

sends the Sydney Nomads a 

warning ahead of the October 

Nationals..  

 

 ñWhilst Sydney Nomads got 

lucky in winning the inaugural 

ñCup of Originò at the Noosa 

National Tournament, Queen-

sland Nomads will be fired up 

to rightfully claim it back when 

we compete at the Vintage in 

October.  

We will have the same killer 

instinct that the rugby league 

State of Origin side has and 

serve a white wash, day 1, 

day 2 and overall. Watch out.  

  

We are keen to send down in 

excess of 30 players to sort 

you boys out. ñ 

Less than 90 Days to Goé... 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  I N -

T E R E S T :  

Registration Filling 

Fast 

 

Fantastic accommo-

dation options  

 

Extend your Austra-

lia Nomads Nation-

als into a holiday to 

remember  

 

The Vintage ñ A 

True Championship 

Golf Course  
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P A G E  2  

ñChateau Elan have a 

fantastic package for the 

Nomads golfers at 

Nationals ðsee 

www.nomadsgolfaustralia.com 

for details  

The Vintage has 

consistently ranked 

with the top 30 golf 

courses in Australia 

over the last 10 

years 

Chateau Elan 5 Star Luxury 

The Vintage Golf Course 
The Vintage  is a golf resort 

in the Hunter Valley NSW, a 

two hour drive from Sydney.  

 

It boasts a spectacular 18 -

hole Greg Norman -designed 

golf course designed specifi-

cally to complement the 

area's natural environment 
that winds gently around 

undisturbed wetlands, water 

carries lakes, vineyards and 

eucalypts.  

 

The golf course officially 

opened in 2002 to rave re-

views, and has consistently 

ranked with the top 30 golf 

courses in Australia over the 

last 10 years.  

 

Bordered by Beggars Bridge 

and Bimbadgen vineyards, 

the impressive course 

measures 6.310 metres with 

a par of 71,  it is a course 

that rewards good golf and 

is the home of the New 

South Wales Open.  

Nomads are very privileged 

that we will be playing the 

Nationals event here less 

than 1 month before the 

2010 Open, so it should be 

presented in immaculate 

condition.  

 

Every hole has a different 

story to tell and there is 

something for everyone on 

the course.  

 

Reading a number of course 

reviews, there are a number 

of holes that stand out, but 

2 par 3ôs are worth a men-

tion in this newsletter.  

 

The par 3 8 th  is seen as the 

signature hole at The Vin-

tage and it is not surprising. 

Measuring 194m, the tee 

shot is almost all water 

carry to a green that is long 

and narrow. For those think-

ing of avoiding the water, 

three very well positioned 

bunkers left of the green 

mean this is not an easy lay 

up option and from personal 

experience is not a great 

place to be.  

 

 

The par 3 17 th  is very pictur-

esque par 3. Slightly uphill 

over a small gauze and wet-

land, , the sloping green is 

framed by contoured bun-

kers. Around 150m long it is 

a great challenging penulti-

mate hole.  

 

The resort is owned by 

American entrepreneur Don 

Panoz  and Australian busi-

ness manager John Stevens. 

Don owns other golf resorts 

in the US, including Chateau 

Elan in Georgia, and another 

jewel to the resort has been 

recently opened in February 

this year hugging the fair-

ways of the Vintage Golf 

Course and that is the world 

class 5 star spa  

Chateau Elan.  

In keeping with the Château 

É l a n  p h i l o s o p h y , 

óexcellence is in the de-

tailô Twenty super - luxury 

Spa Suites are located 

within the Spa complex. 

They offer  Ergomotion beds 

and a sensual plinth -

mounted bath open to the 
room.  

A series of private villas has 

40 Spa King Rooms  and 40 

One -Bedroom Spa Villas, 

both  offering spacious, 

stylish living. These can be 

co- joined to offer Two -

Bedroom Spa Villas for 

groups of friends or family. 

All come with spa baths plus 

balcony/terraces enjoying 

stunning views over fair-

ways of the Vintage.  

 

Chateau Elan is a $30 million 

resort offering luxury re-

treats  for up to 200 guests, 

the resort comprises a new 

óDestination Spaô, a collection 

of super - luxury spa suites and 

a series of private lifestyle 

villas.  

 
Nomads  have managed to 

negotiate  a fantastic rate 

for these rooms over the Na-

tionals weekend, and they will 

help sooth tired bodies from 

the battles on the golf course 

and sore heads of Nomads 

who overindulge at the Na-

tionals evening functions. It is 

also the perfect accommo-

dation for partners/wives/ 

girlfriends to stay and enjoy 

some of the luxurious spa 

treatments.  

òCh©teau £lan at The Vin-

tage brings together  

top -flight golf, world -

beating spa treatments and 

a superior level of luxury, 

and all within  

one of the countryõs great 

destinationsó 
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Par 3 8th Hole  

Par 3 17th Hole  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Panoz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Panoz

